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7-17-16 Message VBS 2016 

 

 If you are at the 9 am service today you have no idea that worship this Sunday 

was originally intended to address Colossians 1:15-20 and Luke 10:38-42.  If on the 

other hand this is the 11:00 am service then the hymns – prayers – call to worship and 

scriptures have already told you where the service was going.  If you are one of those 

people who doesn’t like surprises or likes to work on things before they are due today 

will be painful but next week will be a breeze!   

 This is one of those Sundays when I would simply like us to breathe.  Didn’t 

watch the news last night – didn’t read my Saturday paper – Sunday paper is unopened 

and in the back seat of the truck and if there is news from one of theses sources you 

would like to share with me from the world at large or the church beyond Point Pleasant 

UMC I am going to ask you kindly, please keep it to yourself.  I don’t want to hear it 

and I don’t want to know. 

 What’s this all about?  So glad you asked.  I had the privilege this past week, 

along with a couple of hundred – yes you heard me right – a couple of hundred people 

of witnessing and participating in PPUMC’s Vacation Bible School.  And a magnificent 

5 days it was – preceded by hundred’s of hours of preparation, prayers and the 

generosity of the congregation VBS was a resounding success measured by any 

standard.  And I am not going to let anyone or anything take that joy from me.  I am 

basking in the way God worked in children – youth and adults in ways that affirmed this 

is indeed holy ground.   
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 Visible preparations have been happening for weeks now and by noon on 

Monday the 11
th

 the transformation of PPUMC into DEEP SEA DISCOVERY – aka 

‘God is with me where ever I go’ was complete and the final pieces in place were the 

workers and the children.  The week was driven by Genesis 28:15 where God talks to 

Jacob in a dream and makes this promise, “I am with you now and will watch over you 

where ever you go.”  The week was spent exploring how it is God makes God’s self 

know to us.  Great promise but how does it work and what does it look like?   

 Well it looks like the relationship between God and Noah.  Seems like the world 

was one hot mess at the time and God was ready to start over from the beginning – a 

clean slate – only God knew Noah’s heart and because of that Noah and his family 

became the new starting point.  God’s knowledge of people’s hearts has not waned over 

the centuries – and we claimed the promise that God knows me and he knows my heart 

too.  How many times do we forget the simple fact that as God’s children – God 

knows our hearts and longs for them?  Like Noah we get to say, God knows me! 

 We changed gears on day 2 still coming out of the Old Testament as the story of 

Jonah was unpacked.  The story of someone God told to do something but they didn’t 

and it was not good.  We looked at Jonah not so much through the lens of disobedience 

as through the lens of repentance – of realizing he made a mistake then doing his best to 

make it right along with God hearing Jonah’s prayers from inside the belly of the great 

fish.  We were amazed God was able to hear Jonah’s prayers when his mom and his dad 

and not one else could.  What a wonderful encouragement to find ourselves lost in 
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prayer with our God who hears us – and in the first person we each can say – God hears 

me!   

 Day 3 was a different kind of water day than day 4.  We were in Matthew 15 with 

Peter as he learned first hand walking on water is not as easy as it seems or sounds – 

even when Jesus tells you it’s going to be ok!  In the Lord of the Rings trilogy – near the 

end of The Fellowship of the Ring – Frodo is in a canoe heading to where he doesn’t 

want to go when Samwise Gamgee who can’t swim, wades out into the water fully 

dressed and promptly begins to struggle and goes under.  The first time I saw it I wasn’t 

sure how this played out, but when all seems lost and Sam seems finished a hand 

suddenly plunges into the water and grabs his forearm which brings Sam to grab back 

and well you know the story I imagine.  The first time I saw that I thought of Jesus 

grabbing Peter when he was sinking – a powerful reminder that God strengthens us 

especially when we are doing his bidding and his work.   

 The first 3 days were summed up on day 4 in John 21 as Jesus appeared to the 

disciples by the sea after his resurrection and taught the fishermen how to fish.  After a 

day of being skunked Jesus told them to?  Throw the nets on the other side of the boat 

and?  Fish and more fish.  God’s love wouldn’t let Jesus stay in the grave.  God’s love 

is the kind of love that leaves no one out.  There is always enough of God’s love for 

everyone with leftovers.  And if we understand that correctly – that means God loves 

me!  Whoever me is.   
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 Four days about God and me.  Well not exactly, Daniella was there all week and 

we learned about her and her life.  Anyone want to tell us something about her?  At 4 

she and 2 sisters were left at an orphanage by a mom who didn’t have the means to care 

for them – they thought is was a park with a playground but they found out different – 

very little contact with their mom as she feared it would be even harder on the children 

– 10 years later at age 14 Daniella was stricken with Guillane Barre paralysis and lost 

the use of her legs – one day no care giver available so she called her mom and she 

came – the beginning of a long process of reconciliation and relationship building.  

 Back to day 5 where God says – now that you understand I know you and I hear 

you and I am your strength and I love you – God says now go out and tell others what 

you know.  This was done through Paul and his missionary journeys of Acts 13 &14.  

What a way to end the week – God sends me.   

 I watched kids cry for a variety of reasons – sad – new setting – away from 

parents and I saw them cry because they had to go home.  At least half of the children 

were not ours they were from other churches or no church at all – oh yes and there were 

more kids at VBS this year than ever before.  We gave them a week of Faith 101 and we 

just gave ourselves the same gift.  A huge thank you to all those who made it possible – 

new people – been around here forever people – people who have been gone but came 

back.   

 Lord Jesus we thank you for the privilege of serving You and Your beloved 

children through Vacations Bible School.  Amen?  AMEN!   


