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8-7-16 Table Talk Hebrews 11   

 

 The Olympics, even though they are far from perfect, are a welcome relief to me 

and I imagine to some of you as well.  Relief from what?  Relief from two weeks of 

back to back political conventions.   

I confess that I did watch as much of it as I could – listened to as many speeches 

as I could for the simple reason I didn’t want anyone telling me what someone else said 

because it is always filtered through their bias’ and agendas.  That is why I made myself 

miserable for 8 days.  And I must admit after taking it all in – they both sounded pretty 

much the same.  They each have the right answers – they each are the only path to 

setting things right – and they both closed by asking me to trust them (not the other one) 

because they are the one in whose hands, I should put my faith and the future of the 

country in.  There you have it 8 days, reduced to 47 words and with the exception of the 

balloon drops at the end you didn’t miss a thing.   

 Just like I needed to listen to their unfiltered speeches to know what was actually 

said, we need to read God’s word for ourselves so we know what the scripture says to us 

rather than having someone else tell us what it says.  For centuries biggest group of 

literate folks were the clergy and because of that, they we able to tell people it said 

whatever they wanted and that was just the way it was.  Not any more!  So I want you to 

look closely at today’s scripture from Hebrews 11 and notice that in the first 9 verses 

one word appears 8 times.  I don’t want you to shout it out or call out simply raise your 

hand when you have it.  I have hints –this word is prominently featured in one of our 
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Core Values – it is the name of the church that planted Point Pleasant Church in 1896 

(we are going to be 120 years old this fall) and it is a word that begins with the letter 

‘F’.   

 Hopefully we have all arrived at the place where the word Faith is on the tip of 

our tongues.  That word gets a lot of press – people talk about their faith walk – faith 

journey – there are a million “Faith” churches including the one in the hints section just 

google it and see.  If Faith is so important – and it is – then we ought, yes I just used the 

dreaded, should never be used in church, word ought – we ought to have at least some 

kind of working definition for Faith.  I want to make that task a little easier by 

eliminating some options – by naming some of the things that Faith is not.  Faith is not 

what you think, but there is thought involved.  Faith is not what you wish – saying or 

thinking I wish is not faith.   

 You can tell a lot about people and even about things, by the company they keep.  

There is a rather well known verse from the New Testament most frequently heard at 

wedding, even thought in it’s original context it has absolutely nothing to do with 

weddings but how church members were to treat one another, and it is in the 13th 

chapter and happens to be the 13th verse of?  1 Corinthians.  Now faith, hope, and 

love remain—these three things—and the greatest of these is love.  Faith is kin to hope 

and love and is one of the three enduring qualities.   

 Looking at today’s reading from Hebrews we see and hear some of the qualities 

and manifestations of faith (what it looks like and what it does).  Faith makes hopes 
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real!  Faith shows – you can see it.  Faith brings understanding.  Faith makes you go 

without knowing.  Faith gives us the ability to do things we can’t with out it.  And faith 

continues on even when the hope has not yet come to pass.  All this because the one in 

whom we place our faith in – is God? 

 “I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see 

it, but because by it I see everything else.” ― C.S. Lewis 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.” ― Corrie ten Boom 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“Faith is not the belief that God will do what you want.  

It is the belief that God will do what is right.”  ― Max Lucado 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is like an ocean; if a few drops of the 

ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.” ― Mahatma Gandhi 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“All I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all I have not seen.”  

― Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

“Sometimes God allows what he hates to accomplish what he loves.”  

― Joni Eareckson Tada 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

“I know now, Lord, why you utter no answer. You are yourself the answer.   

Before your face questions die away. What other answer would suffice?”  

― C.S. Lewis 

 

 Enough about other’s words and experiences of faith – in a few minutes you will 

here in this place have the opportunity to exercise and experience faith in a very real 

way.  It is my hope and prayer that you (and you and you and you . . .) are able to see 

and appreciate the power of your faith in a way you may have missed in the past.  

Amen.    


