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8-21-16 Sermon Luke 13:10-17 

 

 I know this will shock all of you, but Jesus has not been measuring or mincing his 

words in the gospel up to this point.  He has been taking shots at the Jewish leadership 

especially the Pharisees for a variety of reasons.  Once again, it is important that we 

hear Jesus is taking shots at the religious leaders – not the Jewish faith and not the 

Jewish people and not the Jewish faithful – it makes a difference.  Over the years well 

meaning people have taken the broad brush approach and made the Jewish faith and 

people the enemy.  If you read the book ‘that just ain’t so!’   

 It is a rather simple story like so many of Jesus’ lessons.  It is the Sabbath and 

Jesus has been honored by the local leadership and invited to teach on the chosen 

scripture for the day in the synagogue.  (By the time this was written there was no going 

to the temple because the temple has been leveled.)  Just dawned on me – nowhere does 

it tell us what scripture that was nor does it tell us how Jesus handled the passage so 

maybe that is not very important.   

(If we wanted to turn this into a play, we would only need 3 characters – Jesus – a 

bent over woman and a well meaning bad guy in need of some education.  For the 

IMAX version we could add a crowd as the folks in worship at the synagogue.)   

What we know is as Jesus was teaching he notices a woman.  Not the woman 

with the fancy purse and shoes, but the lady all hunched over.  You have seen, her neat 

and clean but so bent over it’s hard to imagine how she sees far enough ahead to get 

anywhere.  And everything is an effort for her.  Needless to say her life is far from easy.  
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Thinking back to another time in my life I would have been her breathing as her lungs 

would be unable to expand and you know the old saying “if you can’t breathe nothing 

else matters.”  Now I think about other things – like how hard it would be to go through 

life never being able to look someone in the eye or conversely to never have anyone be 

able to look you in the eye.  Those are both big deals and facts of life for her.   

  Back to the passage where Jesus calls her out of her place and up to the front 

where He does something incredibly simple and life changing saying, “Woman, you are 

set free from your sickness.”  Then he lays hands on her.  Between those 8 words and 

Jesus’ touch she is set free.  She sings God’s praise but wait, someone objects.  The 

president of the synagogue – the leader of the synagogue is furious.  Before his eyes and 

God’s, this itinerant rabbi has just violated the Law.  But interestingly enough – he 

doesn’t call Jesus out but turns on the woman telling her, “There are six days during 

which work is permitted.  Come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath 

day.”  If you are interested in the laws that came out of the 5th commandment to 

remember the Sabbath and keep it holy there are many places that spell it out, but I 

recommend you start with Exodus 35:1-3, Leviticus 23:3 and Numbers 15:32-36.  

Suffice to say they are numerous.  And the synagogue leader is clearly familiar with 

them all, as he quotes the rest of the 5th commandment to Jesus.   

For the record – this is not the first nor will it be the last time in Jesus’ brief 

public ministry that he colors outside of the lines when it comes to Sabbath keeping.  

(Matthew 12:12  “How much more valuable is a person than a sheep! So the Law 
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allows a person to do what is good on the Sabbath.”)  Which begs a foundational 

question.  What may have motivated God to include this particular commandment 

in the 10 Commandments?  Yes I know we are engaging in some speculation here, but 

I also believe there is enough in Jesus’ teachings to help us understand where God was 

coming from.  Perhaps looking at Jesus’ motivation for doing what he did here will 

help.   

Listening to Jesus take on the leader also gives us a clue as to how convicted and 

how fervent Jesus is that He is doing is right.  And when Jesus finished speaking his 

piece – the congregation cheered!   

This all happened back in the day when if you were a person of the Jewish faith 

Sabbath keeping and synagogue worship were as natural as breathing – it was just 

something you did.  In my lifetime Sunday’s have changed immensely.  I remember 

when you couldn’t buy a car on Sunday and parts of grocery stores were curtained off 

because the stuff in those sections wasn’t essential so they didn’t sell it on Sunday.  

Going to elementary school pretty much knew which church everyone went to.  There 

were two services at a lot of churches on Sunday, morning service and Prayer Service in 

the evening.  There were laws that laid out defining what could and couldn’t happen on 

the Sabbath – not so different as in Jesus’ time.   

Today our  Sunday or our Sabbath isn’t legislated and is now something of our 

own making, which is not necessarily a bad thing.  Many families and individuals, 

especially families with children are torn (or I hope they are torn) by the choices they 
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are offered on how to spend their Sabbath.  While Jesus definitely was at odds with laws 

that grew up over time around the Sabbath and Sabbath keeping, you always knew 

where to find him on the Sabbath – in worship.  I don’t think there was a choice of 

contemporary, traditional or blended worship back in His day so I doubt that is a 

salvation issue, but the importance of worship was and is essential.  Because the law 

said he had to?  Not so much, unless you are talking about the law of love.   

(The Associated Press reported on a recent incident in Northampton, 

Massachusetts, in which a man stopped at a gas station in desperate need of fuel.  He 

only had $1.79 in his pocket.  He asked the attendant for $2 worth of gas, but proceeded 

to pump $20 of gas.  When the man told the attendant, he was told that the police would 

be called.  Just then, a patrolman pulled into the gas station.  The attendant filled in the 

officer and asked what should be done.  The officer pulled out $20 and paid for the 

man’s gas.  When the man offered to repay the officer, he replied, “Don’t worry about it 

at all.”  Won’t make the news but we all know someone who smiled. )    

The Sabbath is a gift of love from God – not a burden or a chore, but a blessing.  

How and when one worships is not near as important, as that one worships God.  As for 

how you choose to live out your faith in worship and the world that is critically 

important.  The lesson Jesus had for the synagogue leader is the same one he has for us 

– it is always the right time to have compassion and there is never a wrong time to do 

the right thing.  Not my words – Jesus’.  Amen.   


