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7-31-16 Sermon Luke 11 

 

 This is literally the last day of our Sabbath month.  For many years now we have 

invited the church to take the month of July as Sabbath.  Meetings unless they are 

critically important don’t happen.  We take the hottest month of the year and 

intentionally create space for folks and church as a whole to breathe.  In medicine if you 

don’t breathe or aren’t breathing nothing else really matters.  At 11 we will close out the 

month by inviting the congregation to identify scriptures that are important to them and 

then they will be read and the reason they are important will be shared.  The spoken 

word will be complemented by the sung word as much loved hymns will be lifted up by 

the congregation and sung by us as well.   

 I want to end the month in this service by sharing a grounding scripture – one of 

those passages that while not the length of either candidates acceptance speech is the 

bedrock for faith.   

 Even before we start I want to remind you that just as there are many things that 

are not in the bible – there are a great many things we can learn from what is there even 

if it is not spelled out.  Take the first verse – In all the times I have read about John the 

Baptist never have I seen or heard anything about him teaching a prayer class – yet as 

the author of Luke sets the scene for this teaching of Jesus – the disciples clearly knew 

that to be the case.   

So after Jesus came back from going off somewhere to pray – clearly that was his 

custom – the disciples ask Jesus to teach them hour to pray.  This may sound a little odd 
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after following Jesus for some time now they, the disciples, are just now asking for this 

kind of instruction.  Think about your own faith and prayer life.  Prayer is like 

everything else, not everyone does it the same nor is everyone equally gifted in their 

public prayer and public prayer is what we hear in worship.  Take the microphone and 

other worshippers out of the picture.  Just you and God or you and Jesus and its prayer 

time.  How many times have you not known how or what to pray?  We have be in 

the right place to realize we need help knowing how and what to pray.  At some point 

we reach the place where giving God or Jesus a shopping list is not all there is to prayer.   

 When they asked, Jesus didn’t ask them a question back or launch into a parable – 

Jesus give them the first prayer – the prayer we can always pray when we don’t have a 

handle on the how or what of prayer in a particular moment.   

 Admittedly, the author of Luke gives us a much shorter and less detailed version 

of the prayer than Matthew (Matthew 6:9-13) – Luke’s prayer has 5 petitions and 

Matthews has 7.  Many people are familiar with the ACTS model of prayer which is an 

acronym where – A (adoration) – C (confession) – T (thanksgiving) – and S 

(supplication).  Looking at the prayer Jesus taught through that lens, we discover there 

are two adorations, three supplications and no thanksgivings or confessional elements – 

not sure what that means, but you can wrestle with that if you choose.   

 A couple of other places I would like us look at before we jump to the end of the 

passage.  Looking at the Greek Luke used, we do not find the first word of the prayer to 

be Yahweh or YHWH or adoni which the Jews used when referring to God for fear of 
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profaning God’s name – rather it is pater – our root word for paternal and paternity – it 

is father in the same way a child would say this is my father.  Fearless and personal.  

The other thing I would like us to notice are the pronouns in the prayer.  Listen if you 

would . . .  

Father, hallowed be your name.   

Your kingdom come.    
3 
    Give us/me each day our/my daily bread.   

4 
And forgive us our/me my sins,     for we ourselves/me myself forgive everyone 

indebted to us/me.      And do not bring us/me to the time of trial.”   

 Why are these little things so important?   

Sabbath month or any other month an integral and essential part of our faith is to 

pray.  Prayer off by ourselves in a quiet place and prayer when the body of Christ the 

church gathers in worship are both essential.  And not just me and my prayers – but us 

and our prayers as well.  Your prayer life and how much time you invest in it, much like 

your checkbook or credit card statements and calendar speak volumes about what is 

central to your life.   

The end of the passage allows us to glimpse God through the eyes of his Son – 

the one who can and does call God, Father in every sense of the word.  And from the 

NRSV it goes like this, “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 

ask him!”  This is the God we pray to.   

Our father who art in heaven . . .   


