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7-3-16 Table Talk Luke 10  

 

 We change gears from last weeks walk with Jesus when he sent out an advance 

party to a Samaritan village where they crash and burn on both ends and the 3 not so 

random encounters Jesus has with individuals on the road.  Last week’s sense of 

urgency to follow Jesus takes a back seat for the moment to the process of sending out.    

No longer will we be able to picture Jesus with a neat group of 12 disciples and a few 

others on the fringe.   

This week Jesus sends out 70 or 72, depending on whose translation you read, but 

we know whether its 70 or 72 really doesn’t matter – Jesus either sent out 30 or 31 

teams of two to work the fields.  With echoes of the two by two animals that were saved 

on the ark to re-propagate their species Jesus now sends out disciples two by two to 

propagate the faith and spread the good news.   

Sooooooo we could talk about Jesus’ strategy of sending folks out in pairs – but 

not today.  We could look at the stunning success they had against demons, snakes and 

scorpions and how the disciples were bulletproof.  Or the imagery of Satan falling from 

heaven and of the harvest season.  Or how for this work, the grand prize was their 

names being entered onto the membership rolls of heaven – but not today. 

I would like to use our time before we come to the table today looking at what 

Jesus did in terms of prep work before sending them out.  Actually, I want to look 

mostly at what Jesus didn’t do.  Jesus was able to skip a lot of the cultural education we 

do before sending out missionaries because the folks Jesus sent out were working in 
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their own backyards and neighborhoods – not much to learn about the people they 

would be witnessing to.   

It appears though, there was much yet to be learned about themselves and their 

faith and their Lord.  Hard not to notice what Jesus did not send them out with.  Maybe 

you are or maybe you know one of those people who are packed a week in advance of a 

trip – with clothes packed by outfit and carefully stowed?  Not the case here is it?  

What do they take with them in terms of clothing?  Talk about bare necessities.  The 

clothes on your back and not even sandals – ouch!  But Jesus what about my trusty 

Birkenstocks and my _______________ bag?  Nope.   

No panhandling along the road and you don’t have to worry about being robbed 

because you won’t have any cash, credit or debit cards – nor will you use apple pay or 

any of its cousins!  Simply go to a house – offer the blessing of God’s peace on the 

house and see what happens.  A lack of hospitality from a house or from a town is an 

indication you should just move on. 

So that covers what the 70 or 72 didn’t have, leaving unanswered – What did 

they have?  What did Jesus send them out with?  Real question.  What did Jesus 

send them out with?  Jesus sent them out with two things the way I see it.  They were 

equipped with what they knew about Jesus – what they had in their heads – and one 

other priceless resource – their experiences of Jesus and the desire to share the story of 

what Jesus has done in their lives or the lives of those near them.    

 Jesus didn’t check to see what letters preceded or followed the names of those he 
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sent out.  Clearly a big bank account was not needed.  As far as clothing is concerned, 

no talk of dressing to slay or being ‘on fleek’ as the younger set talks – dressed to the 

9’s for some us who have had more birthdays.   

 Like those first missionaries you already have what you need to share the good 

news of Jesus Christ in your family, your neighborhood and in your community.  You 

know enough about Jesus and I have to believe if you look deep inside you have 

experienced the very real presence of Jesus at work or have seen it in others.  Perhaps 

the highest and best use of your God time this week, is to look deeply in this direction 

and then to find the words that will allow you to share it with others – that each of us 

might be part of the 70 or 72.  Amen.   

 


