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7-24-16 Sermon Colossians I & Luke 10   
 

  There are in life some pairings that seem to be fundamentally right.  Sweet and 

sour – be it chicken or shrimp or pork or you name it!  Almost ice cold watermelon on a 

hot day.  Peanut butter and jelly.  And in a more recent development San Francisco 

Giants and even year World Series championships.  Perhaps you could or even would 

offer up a few of the pairings that seem to be made for each other in your world?!   

 Today’s passages from Colossians 1 and Luke 10 are very much a divine pairing 

which surpasses everything we’ve named.  While Paul often gets credit for writing 

Colossians there is a growing group of scholars who believe he was not the author, but 

someone from his school – his camp – actually was.  This like many of the epistles was 

written to an early church plant to address feedback and reports that made their way 

back to Paul and his associates – perhaps Timothy in this case.   

The author of the letter has with words painted a very clear picture of who Jesus 

was/is.  In a short but deep 6 verses, we have in a concentrated form what authors write 

volumes about to explain who and what Jesus was/is.  Christology is the 50 cent word 

for this area of study.  The gospels deal with Jesus as the Son of God or the Son of man 

or as the child of Mary and Joseph, but this letter takes Jesus way back to the beginning 

– back to creation.  Jesus is the not only a part of the work of creation He is the 

substance that holds creation together – he is the glue of things seen and unseen.  More 

than that, Jesus is the one who gets it right and sets it straight and he is the agent of 

peace bought and paid for with his own life.  This is sophisticated stuff and a great 
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summary of not only who Jesus was/is but of the why of Jesus as well.   

 It’s safe to assume something must have been going on in the church of Collosae, 

where they got some of the very basics of faith wrong or there was some argument 

about who and what Jesus was/is and this letter spells out the doctrine – their right 

understanding of Jesus.  If you were to move on and read the rest of this letter you 

would see the teaching of doctrine is paired up with what it looks like to live in light of 

who Jesus was/is.   

Why is this letter a premier pairing with the story of Mary and Martha from 

Luke 10?  Let’s look at our 5 verses from Luke 10 and it will be easier to see and 

answer.  We would do well at this point to remember Jesus’ instructions to the 70 when 

he sent them out on their mission trip concerning hospitality and to accept is as offered.  

Jesus and company enter a village and are welcomed with open arms by Martha.  The 

fact Martha welcomed them is an indication she was either the head of the household or 

the responsible adult home at the time.  She throws open the door and I have to believe 

rustled up snacks and beverage service for them even as she was figuring out what she 

was going to serve on the fly for these unexpected guests.   

Martha has a sister by the name of Mary, who has a little different inclination.  

Mary has plopped herself down at Jesus’ feet and is literally a sponge soaking it all in, 

hanging on Jesus’ every word and joining in everything that is going on.  Everyone 

tends to have their place on the Mary and Martha continuum and many of us depending 

on the circumstances may find ourselves in different places.  You may even see yourself 



3 

 

as being very much a Mary or a Martha with not much movement toward the other.   

Martha is the responsible one – taking care of business – actually doing what the 

customs of the times required of her – offering the gift of extravagant hospitality.  Mary 

on the other hand was definitely outside the box – hanging out with the guest and 

presuming most of them were men it was bold of her to stake her claim to a place at 

Jesus’ feet.  Martha finally has had it with her sister sitting on her duff so she goes out 

to Jesus registers her complaint and flat out asks Jesus to send Mary to the kitchen!   

In a surprising turn Jesus says, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted 

by many things.   One thing is necessary.  Mary has chosen the better part.  It won’t 

be taken away from her.”  As I hear Jesus repeat Martha’s name twice it makes me 

think about how I feel when someone says my name twice – it comes with some 

baggage.  It’s like someone taking you by shoulders and shaking you in order to bring 

you to your senses.   

This is where I invite us to consider the question. “Why is this letter a premier 

pairing with the story of Mary and Martha from Luke 10?”  Why is the opening of 

Colossians a divine pairing with the story of Jesus in the home of Mary and 

Martha?   

Jesus is schooling Martha and us about priorities.  Mary recognizes the One the 

author of Colossians is writing about is sitting in their living room while dutiful Martha 

labors over a hot stove.  There is always going to be things or stuff for us to do.  I don’t 

know about you, but I never, ever get all of my work done.  I don’t need to look any 
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further and probably neither do you than my office to see that this is true.  That being 

said – it is a choice and it is a choice we all make.  Yet Mary chose the better part.   

Erich Fromm, a psychologist, put it this way: 

Most people are so "active"  

that they cannot stand doing nothing;  

they even transform their so-called leisure time  

into another form of activity. 

 

If you are not active making money, 

you are active driving around, playing golf, 

or just chatting about nothing. 

 

What is really dreaded 

is the moment in which you have nothing "to do." 

As we come to the end of our Sabbath month of July, it is a good time to do a 

little self-assessment and take stock of how we are doing life.   

Are we choosing the better thing?   

Are we more focused on things and stuff or people and relationships?   

Amen.   

 


