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6-5-16 Table Talk Luke 7:11-17 
 

 This gospel reading is short and is a complete story that goes something like this.  

Jesus, his disciples and people tagging along, who by now are many, are approaching 

the gate to the city of Nain.  At the same time they were headed toward the gate an 

equal numbers of folks are ready to exit the same gate led by the body of a young man 

being carried out for burial.  To make the funeral a little less ordinary, we learn he was 

an only son, leaving his mother a widow.  Needless to say the mother was crying. 

 Jesus sees her pain, stops and tells her not to cry.  Then without waiting for 

permission or a reply, Jesus boldly reaches out and touches the stretcher (most likely 

rendering him unclean).  Not finished yet, Jesus commands the young man to get up.  

The young man not only sits up – he starts talking, at which time Jesus turns him back 

over to his mother.  And the people were WOWED and news of what happened spread 

like wild fire!  It was trending.  That’s the story.   

 I am not a news junkie by any stretch, but I do make it a point to watch network 

news once a day and will occasionally listen to radio news.  All this to say, I read and 

hear scripture through the lens of the world we live in.  Imagine this new flash, “Folks 

we have a situation here, large crowds are converging on the gate from opposite 

directions and something is going to have to give.  Oh no, the leader of the incoming 

group has broken away from his crowd and . . .”  Do you have a mental picture?  Is it 

good or bad?  What does it look like?  (San Jose?)  Jesus says there is another way to 

do it all.  Another way to look at people – another way to treat others – a whole different 
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way to live.  This is a snapshot of Jesus’ compassion and love.  This is his invitation for 

us to live out one of the values which defines us – we who call PPUMC our church 

home – serving others in the love of Christ!   

 Worth noting – Jesus took two crowds – with two very different agendas and 

purposes – and turned them into one.  How do I know that?  Glad you asked verse 16, 

“Awestruck, everyone praised God.”   

  Thought number two for me, is another wow moment in the passage, but it 

happens at the very beginning and Jesus is not the focus.  I am wowed by the grieving 

mother.  Why?  How about you tell me – what is so extraordinary about her in the 

opening of this passage?  How many people in a moment of exquisite, consuming 

grief would hear a voice besides their own let alone let a stranger come into this 

incredibly personal, private moment and touch their grief in such a real way?   

I’ve done a lot of funerals and you have been to a lot of funerals (or if you live 

long enough you will) and I don’t recall anything like this ever happening.  What heart 

that widow must have had and what faithful hearing she must have had to allow this to 

happen.   

 All this begs the question asking myself and perhaps it is worthy of you asking 

yourself.  How many times in my life – in times of trial and grief and even testing 

has Jesus come up to me to speak a healing word or offer a healing touch and I 

have been so wrapped up in my own stuff that I missed it?  Just wondering . . . It is a 

very good question come to think of it.  Amen.     


