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6-24-18 Sermon Mark 4:35-41   

 

 Later that day means after Jesus was done teaching – the parables about seeds and 

mustard seeds we spent time with last week and other parables about lamps and whether 

or not they should be put under a bushel basket or a bed – different kinds of soils and 

the one that reminds us God will measure and evaluate us the same way we measure and 

evaluate others . . .  To say the least it was a full day.  It is evening and Jesus is ready to 

go do his work on the other side of the Sea of Galilee.  You or I might have been 

tempted to stay with the adoring and receptive crowds but not Jesus.  Since there 

weren’t and I imagine still aren’t any bridges across it they climbed into boats – a small 

flotilla and off they went.   

 For those who are interested the boat was probably about 30 feet long and 7 ½ 

feet wide with about 4 feet high.  There was a little deck covering the bow and another 

one on the stern.  With a crew of 4 rowing it would carry another 8-10 as passengers.   

 Jesus was wiped out from the day’s work and promptly falls asleep in the stern 

(the back or rear of the boat) – oblivious to the windstorm and waves that came out of 

nowhere as they often do on the Sea of Galilee and to the fact the boat was taking in 

water.  As Jesus was sleeping comfortably on the pillow everyone else on the boat was 

panicking and it got so scary someone went and woke Jesus up.   

 The conversation that follows is entertaining and sad at the same time.  Bear in 

mind the waves the wind whips up on the Sea of Galilee can be as high as the boat is 

long.  The anonymous person – which means it could be any of us – wakes Jesus up and 
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asks him, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re drowning?”  Time out.  The folks in the 

boat I assume have been with Jesus from the beginning which means they have seen 

him or at least heard 1st hand reports about Jesus casting out demons – heal skin diseases 

and withered hands – healing Peter’s mother in law.  Whoever it was, must have been 

really scared to ask, don’t you care that we’re drowning?   

 Jesus pops up and he doesn’t do teacher stuff (now storm let’s use our inside 

voices please) – Jesus does Lord stuff telling the lake, “Silence! Be still!”  That is what 

is called a rebuke.  And the storm is over and mouths are hanging open.  And before any 

of them can say a word Jesus turns to his boat mates and asks them, “Why are you 

frightened?  Don’t you have faith yet?”  Evidently Jesus was not done teaching for the 

day.   

At this point I’m not sure whether they were more afraid of the storm or of this 

Jesus who commanded storms to stop and the storms stopped.  As the found their words 

they didn’t address Jesus they just talked among themselves trying to figure out what 

just happened and who this Jesus guy is?   

I know many of you are going to be shocked by this but life is not always smooth 

sailing.  One more time - life is not always smooth sailing.  Pick up a paper – turn on the 

news – check you phone or your watch – or listen closely and carefully to the prayers of 

the people in church or read the prayers in our e-letter.  The storms of life can be 

incredibly personal or global in nature but there will always be storms – just like there 

will always be change.  If Jesus was not spared the storms of life at any level and he 
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wasn’t!  Then most assuredly you and I and everyone else is going to experience 

turbulence!   

Knowing there are going to be storms – knowing there is going to be turbulence 

what are we to do?  We have to able to name and know that which is unchanging.  That 

which was true yesterday – today and tomorrow.  Our search for that which is 

unchanging and always there without fail only leads to one place.  It leads us to the 

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.   

You heard the disciples experience of the storm.  I would like to close with 

something a little more contemporary.  It predates my birth by 13 years but it is still 

contemporary.   

Things were a little rocky in England when Christmas rolled around in 1939.  

You see England declared war on Germany 4 months earlier when the Germans under 

Hitler’s leadership invaded Poland.  The English hauled children out of their homes in 

the cities and rehomed them in the country where they would be safer.  People were out 

of work in droves because everyone was afraid.  It was time for the King of England to 

address his nation over the radio and I want to share with you what he said . . .  

"I said to a man who stood at the gate of the year, 

'Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.' 

 

And he replied, 'Go out into the darkness  

and put your hand into the hand of God. 
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That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.' 

 

"So I went forth,  

and finding the hand of God trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me toward the hills  

and the breaking of day in the lone East.   

 

"So heart, be still, God knows His will is best. 

The stretch of years which winds ahead,  

so dim to our imperfect vision,  

is clear to God.   

 

Our fears are premature;  

in Him all time hath full provision." 

 

  So my friends, as we put our hands into the hand of God - we discover it is indeed 

better than light and safer than a known way.'  Amen and amen.   
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Mark 4:35-41 

 
35 Later that day, when evening came, Jesus said to them, “Let’s cross over to the other 

side of the lake.”  36 They left the crowd and took him in the boat just as he was.  Other 

boats followed along.   

 

37 Gale-force winds arose, and waves crashed against the boat so that the boat was 

swamped.  38 But Jesus was in the rear of the boat, sleeping on a pillow.  They woke him 

up and said, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re drowning?”   

 

39 He got up and gave orders to the wind, and he said to the lake, “Silence! Be still!”  

The wind settled down and there was a great calm.  40 Jesus asked them, “Why are you 

frightened?  Don’t you have faith yet?”   

 

41 Overcome with awe, they said to each other, “Who then is this?  Even the wind and  


