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6-17-18 Sermon Mark 4:26-34  

 

 Two weeks ago we were with Jesus very near the end of his ministry as he was 

being stalked by the religious leadership of the day in the hopes that Jesus would stray 

from the straight and narrow path they themselves has designed.  And they were not 

disappointed – Jesus definitely colored outside of the lines by harvesting grain for 

himself and his hungry disciples and by healing a man with a withered hand all on the 

Sabbath.  And last week we spent time with Jesus at the very beginning of his public 

ministry and lo and behold those same folks where spying on him at the end were also 

there at the beginning doing the same thing only last week they were accusing Jesus of 

being demon possessed or possessed by the devil.  Jesus being the shy violet he was – 

took no prisoners and called them on their stuff very elegantly. 

 This week as we join Jesus early on his ministry once again we notice the focus 

has changed – at least Jesus’ has.  The controversy and back and forth with the religious 

leaders is not front and center.  Jesus now turns his attention to the crowds who are 

following him and the disciples he is well for lack of a better word, discipling.  Its 

parable season . . .   

If you are going to talk to someone about something they have never seen and 

can’t possibly fathom and you want them to understand – a big order.  Then you frame 

the never seen, unfathomable in the context of something ordinary and common.  Today 
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we get a couple of seedy parables where Jesus is painting a picture with word of God’s 

Kingdom.   

 The parable of scattering the seed is exclusive to Mark – found nowhere else.  

Some folks look at this and say what – you just scatter seed – go about the other 

busyness of life working and sleeping day after day (something pretty much everyone 

can relate to) then voile – you have a crop to harvest!  Might even make you want to go 

into farming if you thought that’s all it takes.  But this is not a parable about farming – it 

is about seed and the power contained in the seed.  Some combination of what the seeds 

have in them and elements of creation brings forth life that feeds and shelters.  It is a 

wondrous happening and we are witnesses to it on a regular basis as were Jesus’ first 

hearers. 

 Round two.  Jesus asks and answers his own question again.  Phrased a little 

different but basically the same question, “What’s a good image for God’s kingdom?  

What parable can I use to explain it?”  Back to the seed bank.  Only this time it is a 

mustard seed – contrary to what the written word says a mustard seed is not really the 

smallest of all seeds, but Jesus is painting a picture he is not teaching an Ag Science or 

Botany class.  Besides if you compare a coconut seed to a mustard seed it looks pretty 

tiny. 

 As it was from the beginning of his time among us – once again Jesus does and 

uses the unexpected.  If you are thinking this is the Parable of the Mustard Seed which 
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grows into a tree – those are in other gospels.  As Jesus paints his second picture of 

God’s Kingdom for us I think Jesus wants us to focus on how something little – 

something which is barely noticeable – and God’s Kingdom might appear small to some 

now will in the fullness of time be huge surpassing the kingdoms of power and fame 

and wealth and even of nations.    

This is where I want to tie a ribbon on it – do a little closing and say Amen, but 

Jesus isn’t done with this thought yet.  “With many such parables he continued to give 

them the word, as much as they were able to hear.  34 He spoke to them only in 

parables, then explained everything to his disciples when he was alone with them.”  

This is where if I was there I would have dutifully held my hand up, until Jesus called 

on me then I would have asked him, “Lord, why didn’t you explain it to everyone 

else like you just did to us?”  I have no trouble imagining Jesus answering, because my 

child believing is what allows you to see and understand not the other way around.  

Please realize this conversation is all speculation and not in the book.   

Now I can try to tie a ribbon on it and say amen.   

Feel like a nobody or a nothing?   

Don’t have much or compared to others doesn’t look like much?   

Seem like what you do is all small stuff?   

I will refer you to the words of Helen Keller who said, “I long to accomplish a great and 

noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish small tasks as if they were great and 

noble.  And to the Gospel of Mark – 4th chapter – verses 26-34 where Jesus compares 

God’s Kingdom to something very small gifted by God with Kingdom potential.  And 
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those words come from the King who was born in a stable under less than kingly 

circumstances.  Amen.   
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Mark 4:26-34 Common English Version 

 
26 Then Jesus said, “This is what God’s kingdom is like.  It’s as though someone scatters 

seed on the ground, 27 then sleeps and wakes night and day.  The seed sprouts and 

grows, but the farmer doesn’t know how.  28 The earth produces crops all by itself, first 

the stalk, then the head, then the full head of grain.  29 Whenever the crop is ready, the 

farmer goes out to cut the grain because it’s harvest time.”   

 

30 He continued, “What’s a good image for God’s kingdom?  What parable can I use to 

explain it?  31 Consider a mustard seed.  When scattered on the ground, it’s the smallest 

of all the seeds on the earth; 32 but when it’s planted, it grows and becomes the largest of 

all vegetable plants.  It produces such large branches that the birds in the sky are able to 

nest in its shade.”   

 

33 With many such parables he continued to give them the word, as much as they were 

able to hear.  34 He spoke to them only in parables, then explained everything to his 

disciples when he was alone with them.   
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Notes:   

During the Revolutionary War, General George Washington knew how important it was 

to be a God-fearing man with a God-fearing army.  Washington realized that only 

“Divine Providence,” the words he used to reference God’s actions in human affairs, 

would lead his army to victory and America to independence.  This is why Washington 

required that every military unit had a chaplain, and that he also insisted that his soldiers 

attended Sunday worship.  Further, after every battlefield victory Washington held a 

worship service of Thanksgiving.    

 

******************************* 

 

Leave the past to the mercy of God, 

the present to the love of God,  

and the future to the providence of God. 

 

Augustine 

 


