
1 

 

5-27-18 Sermon John 3:1-17   

 

 Before we start wrestling with our scripture passage about Jesus and Nicodemus 

from John I want you to go back in time with me.  The world and our country were not 

always like they are today.  It was never perfect except at the beginning but it was better 

and it will get better again.  Not so long ago there were people that virtually everyone 

admired.  You could get a group of people together of different races – nationalities – 

political parties and there would be individuals who many could agree on as being good 

people and peaceful souls.  Starting at the top for the first one then in no particular order 

here are a few . . .  Jesus – Mohandas Gandhi – Martin Luther King Jr. – Mother Teresa 

– and athletes were almost universally respected.  Just wanted you to know and just 

saying it wasn’t always like this . . .  

 Now I want to go a lot further back – about 2000 years at a clandestine meeting 

that happened one night.  A man named Nicodemus, who happened to be a well-

respected, very smart and a Jewish leader (he had lots of creds), heard about another 

Jewish teacher named Jesus and the amazing things he was doing.  Under the cover of 

darkness he went and found Jesus because he had some questions that he thought Jesus 

could answer – only he didn’t want anyone to see him with Jesus or maybe he didn’t 

want to share Jesus with the crowds that were almost always around him.  We know 

Nicodemus’ friends didn’t like Jesus and they certainly didn’t think he was cool.   

 Nicodemus knocked on the door and when Jesus answered Nicodemus talked to 

Jesus with great respect and right off the bat Jesus says something that this very smart 
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well connected man doesn’t understand at all.  Jesus says, “I assure you, unless 

someone is born anew, it’s not possible to see God’s kingdom.”  Nicodemus has never 

hear of anyone being born anew – born from above – born again or born more than 

one time – I mean everyone knows you only come out of your mother once as a baby.  

Nicodemus heard what Jesus said, but didn’t understand what Jesus was saying so 

Jesus started teaching Nicodemus.  You Jesus says – YOU (you here is not singular but 

plural as in all of You) need to be born of water and the Spirit to get into the Kingdom 

of God.  Water is life in the desert and water in the Jewish faith is necessary for 

cleansing.  To be born again or anew or from above – and I’m not convinced you have 

to pick one because I believe it is a mix of all 3 – is to be adopted and claimed by God 

our heavenly Father and to claim our place in his family.  With God as our Father, we 

share in our father’s heart and our hearts are changed.   

Then Jesus moves on to the Holy Spirit – by now Nicodemus’ head is really 

spinning.  He never in his wildest dreams imagined what he was hearing from Jesus.  

Likening the Holy Spirit to the wind, the wind that filled the house with the disciples in 

it on Pentecost, Jesus says just like the wind you can’t see it but it is real and you sure 

can see what it does and how it affects what it touches.  Nicodemus flat out asks Jesus, 

“How are these things possible?”  Or “I don’t understand Jesus and I’m trying.”   

 The passage continues to end with John 3:16 and 17 but I think we like 

Nicodemus has enough to chew on with what we have heard in the first 9 verses.   
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 I imagine about everyone who knew Nicodemus thought he had it all.  He was 

educated – word nice clothes – drove a Tesla – got free tickets to all the great concerts – 

and was invited to every must go event.  In church he was the chair of the Board – he 

tithed – was at every work day – opened the church Sunday morning and locked the 

doors when the Sabbath was over – I mean what more could you ask for?  Yet this guy 

who had it all had a hole – an empty place – a hunger that nothing he had could satisfy 

or fill.  So he went to?  Jesus and there he found what he longed for and hungered for – 

what completed him even though he didn’t understand it all at the time.   

 But Nicodemus did come to understand – he pleaded for his colleagues to give 

Jesus a fair trial and hearing (7:50 / 11:47) and after Jesus has been crucified it is 

Nicodemus who packing an extravagant amount of burial spices and ointments seeks to 

anoint Jesus’ dead body (19:39).   

 As I was spending time with Nicodemus – it got me wondering – who is it that I 

look at that by all appearances has it all together and has everything?  Maybe a 

good time for you consider the same question – Who is that when you look at them or 

think of them it looks like they have it all?  The truth is no matter what you have or 

what someone thinks you have without Jesus – they never have everything and picture 

you have of them is not how it is.   

 Then I wondered, if I am looking at others through a wrong lens resulting in a less 

than true picture is it possible I might be looking at myself through the wrong lens as 

well?   
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 Coker College in Hartsville, South Carolina is I suspect a school you have never 

heard of – I know I hadn’t until this week.  They invited Robert Tide, who is the CEO of 

Sonoco Products Company – they make packaging materials like tubes and bubble wrap 

and the like to give their commencement address.  I doubt we will ever see him on the 

cover of People Magazine.  But there was gold and pearls in his words.   

He told the graduates that they now think they are at the beginning, but life “is not 

so much the beginning, but the end.”  He asked, “What will you see when you look 

back?  What did you do along the way, as Steve Jobs said, put a dent in the universe?”  

Tide went on to say what you do does not have to big.  He said, “Making a positive 

difference in someone else’s life puts a dent in the universe.”  Tide later said in his 

address, “My humble advice to you is to first pursue a life of significance, not a life of 

success.”   

He closed with a quote from Jesus and a follow-up comment, “For what shall it 

profit a man, if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?  I believe this 

is one of the most powerful lessons he gives us when it comes to leading a life of 

significance.”   

 Our lives are not about what we have or how we appear.  Our lives are about the 

“when did we see you” moments in our lives and what we did and if we have loved one 

another as we are loved by Jesus.  Amen.   
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John 3:1-17 

 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a Jewish leader.  2 He came to Jesus at 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, 

for no one could do these miraculous signs that you do unless God is with him.”   

 3 Jesus answered, “I assure you, unless someone is born anew, it’s not possible to 

see God’s kingdom.”   

 4 Nicodemus asked, “How is it possible for an adult to be born?  It’s impossible to 

enter the mother’s womb for a second time and be born, isn’t it?”   

 5 Jesus answered, “I assure you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, 

it’s not possible to enter God’s kingdom.  6 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7 Don’t be surprised that I said to you, ‘You must 

be born anew.’  8 God’s Spirit blows wherever it wishes.  You hear its sound, but you 

don’t know where it comes from or where it is going.  It’s the same with everyone who 

is born of the Spirit.”   

 9 Nicodemus said, “How are these things possible?”   

 10 “Jesus answered, “You are a teacher of Israel and you don’t know these things?  

11 I assure you that we speak about what we know and testify about what we have seen, 

but you don’t receive our testimony.  12 If I have told you about earthly things and you 

don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  13 No one has 

gone up to heaven except the one who came down from heaven, the Son of Man.  14 Just 

as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up 15 so 

that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.  16 God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have 

eternal life.  17 God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the 

world might be saved through him.   


