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5-15-16 Sermon Acts 2 Pentecost 

 

 Monday night the pitch and stands at Bonney Field where the Sac Republic plays 

were full to spilling over – some 15,000 plus. . . And there were no red or yellow cards 

given and there were no PK’s.  On very short notice, the word went out one of the three 

remaining viable candidates for the presidency was going to hold a rally there.  The 

energy was palpable no matter who you are supporting you couldn’t miss it.  Sure there 

were some kill joys who said Bernie doesn’t have a snowball’s chance in July in 

Sacramento and it’s time to move on to the city of Brotherly Love July 25th–28th and do 

away with all this meaningless nonsense, but there were an overabundance of folks who 

were totally jazzed.  

 Last week the Republican field thinned out after the Tuesday voting was done 

when Ted Cruz and John Kasich packed it in – allowing the presumptive Republican 

nominee to turn all of his attention to the presumptive Democrat nominee and look 

forward to the gathering in Cleveland from the 18th–21st.   

 You may well be wondering what this has to do with worship and church this 

bright and beautiful Pentecost day.  Hopefully before we are done you will see.   

 For the record while Pentecost is commonly called the ‘birthday of the church’ 

and remarkable for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  The truth is the Holy Spirit had 

been around for a while – actually from the beginning.  “When God began to create the 

heavens and the earth— 2 the earth was without shape or form, it was dark over the 

deep sea, and God’s wind swept over the waters—“  God’s wind – God’s breath – 
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God’s Spirit was over the waters . . .  And in the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was 

around only it was something individuals were blessed with often for a specific task or 

position.   

Today we are in Jerusalem and the disciples were?  All together in one place.  

At this point in time the disciples or followers of the way numbered a hundred give or 

take, but the disciples were not the only folks in town.  Jerusalem was packed with 

pilgrims from all over and locals to celebrate the Feast of First Fruits.  Seems stores 

back then did not carry as many items as they do now and frozen foods were almost 

impossible to find.  How big was this feast?  Glad you asked – big enough schools let 

out and businesses closed – that big!  There were two big harvests and two big feasts to 

go with them.  What we call Pentecost (the Greek name for the holiday) coincides with 

the Jewish feast celebrating the spring harvest of Barley.  Later, in the fall there was a 

Harvest Festival when the rest of the crops hit the market.   

Back to the passage proper .  

Does the exact number of disciples matter?   

Does it matter whether or not they were all staying at the same house?   

NO and NO again!  But there is something here that matters – something that 

makes all the difference in the world – what is it?  THEY WERE ALL TOGETHER IN 

ONE PLACE!  There is something special that happens when the body of Christ is 

physically sharing a time and place and work together.  How do I know that?  Because 

that’s when God stopped doling out the Holy Spirit on a case by case basis and poured it 
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out on all of His children.  When God’s children are together and the Holy Spirit is at 

work amazing stuff happens!   

In this case, the locals and the pilgrims from all over heard the Word and Works 

of God spoken to them in their first, and for the most part only languages and they were 

wowed.  Some needed to explain it away as a drunken exhibition, but Peter set them 

straight!  And the way Peter speaks to his Jewish brothers and sisters is in a way they 

will understand – he talks Old Testament – he talks Prophets – he talks Joel. “In the last 

days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.”  In the last days – yep.  There 

was before Jesus and the resurrection and there is after Jesus’ resurrection and this is the 

end of one age and the beginning of another.  This is the age you and I live in – the one 

where “Your sons and daughters will prophesy.   

      Your young will see visions.   

      Your elders will dream dreams.   

              Even upon my servants, men and women,  

          I will pour out my Spirit in those days,”  

  The book of Acts could be called the Gospel of the Holy Spirit and it gives us a 

look at the fullness of what it means to follow Jesus and to be Spirit filled.  It’s a book 

that tells of incredibly personal life changing faith moments like Paul’s Damascus Road 

Experience and the jailer who with his family came to faith because Paul and Silas 

didn’t run – yet it’s the same book where when the church is all gathered together in one 

place the power of the gathered body of Christ is revealed.  We learn that being the 
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body of Christ means we spend our half hour on our knees during Prayer Vigils or 

however best we pray in a very personal expression of our faith – And – we gather in 

worship all together in one place.  It’s not a matter of having a private and personal 

relationship with Jesus or being a part of the body of Christ the church – ITS BOTH 

AND!  Pentecost and the book of Acts are pointed reminder that in order for us to love 

one another as we have been loved – (someone famous said that I believe) – we have to 

be in community with one another – we have to hear each other’s stories.   

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote an entire book on this called Life Together, but he 

managed to sum it up in a single paragraph I would like to share with you.   

Let him who cannot be alone beware of community.... Let him who is not in community 

beware of being alone.... Each by itself has profound perils and pitfalls.  One who wants 

fellowship without solitude plunges into the void of words and feelings, and the one who 

seeks solitude without fellowship perishes in the abyss of vanity, self-infatuation, and 

despair.  

  Our faith is a call to grow our individual relationships with God while doing the 

profoundly difficult work of living in community.  The early church would not have 

been able to understand people who say, I am spiritual but not religious.  You and I are 

called to be spiritual and religious.  Amen.   

https://www.harpercollins.com/9780060608521/life-together

