
1 

 

4-24-16 Sermon Acts 11  

 

 One of the places we went during Peter Paul and Mary Sunday a week ago was 

Peter 1.0 and Peter 2.0 – looking briefly at Peter before the resurrection of Jesus and 

after the resurrection and the dramatic differences.  I want you to know the Peter 1.0 and 

Peter 2.0 stuff came from me before the Trump campaign introduced Donald Trump 2.0 

this week – enough about that.  This week we get to experience Peter 2.0 and find out 

what happens when a water baptism is complemented by a baptism in the Spirit, 

because that is exactly what happens.  

 Early on in Acts, Peter and John work together in Jerusalem along with the other 

apostles in a very fruitful ministry which of course continued to cause consternation in 

the halls of the temple leadership, but the people of Jerusalem were being blessed.   

There is a particularly wonderful passage in the 5th chapter of Acts where Peter 

and company have been arrested and are being grilled by the religious authorities when 

one of the authorities, by the name of Gameliel, excuses the apostles from the 

proceedings so he can impart some wisdom to his colleagues.  It goes something like 

this – ‘I suggest we just leave them alone and let them do what they do.  If their work is 

human and their own they will fail and nothing will come of it.  However if their work 

is divine and from God then it will succeed and not matter what we do it will still 

succeed and we risk having tried to thwart God and God’s work.’  Care to guess what 

happened to Peter and company next?   
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 Peter and John are dispatched to Samaria to do missionary work – you do 

remember how beloved the Samaritan’s were?  Finishing that tour they headed back for 

the familiar places of Galilee and Judea to labor.  Right before today’s lesson, a gentile 

centurion named Cornelius in Caesarea was visited by an angel and told to send 

messengers to Joppa where Peter was working with good Jewish people.  The message 

was ‘come to my house – an angel said so.’  Peter heads out the next day and greeted by 

a house full of gentiles and says something to the effect – Cornelius you know this isn’t 

kosher.  I may have forgotten to mention that Peter had a dream – a vision right before 

the messengers from Cornelius arrived (Acts 10:9-15).  Suffice to say Peter eats and 

fellowships with his host, friends and family. 

 Now we are caught up and ready for today’s reading.  Peter’s fellow apostles in 

Jerusalem are not at all happy with what they have heard about Peter and his behavior.  

There are rules and there are laws and for heaven’s sake they cannot be violated!  Laws 

and rules around since the time of Moses!  For some people there are only two kinds of 

people in the world – circumcised and un-circumcised.  And until very recently Peter 

was one of them – but something out of the ordinary happened.   

 The vision I neglected to tell you about was one of a sheet – a table cloth – a linen 

being lowered from heaven while hungry Peter was praying before lunch and one it was 

everything and I mean everything – even spare ribs!  And Peter 1.0 showed up for just 

an instant saying, ‘no way I’m eating any of that stuff’ and the Lord said to Peter, 

“Never consider unclean what God has made pure.”   



3 

 

 In his time in Joppa and then with Cornelius, Peter has been enlightened – he now 

sees by the movement of the Spirit that the same Spirit which is moving and working in 

the Jewish Jesus followers is also working in the Gentiles.  His fellow apostles back at 

home have not had his experience, so he proceeds to walk them though it step by step 

and by the time Peter is done – everyone is on the same page!  The unthinkable – the 

unimaginable has happened.   

 This is the summary of Peter’s epiphany. “I really am learning that God doesn’t 

show partiality to one group of people over another.  35 Rather, in every nation, 

whoever worships him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 This is the 

message of peace he sent to the Israelites by proclaiming the good news through 

Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all!” (Acts 10:34-36) 

 Flash back with me for just a second to when Peter and John were hauled in front 

of the religious establishment – remember what Gameliel said?  Peter is doing the 

same work, seems Cornelius’ conversion has transformed Peter once again giving us 

Peter 3.0.  Peter is way outside the box here – make no mistake.  There is no scripture to 

fall back on – there is no tradition or precedent – this is all new God work.   

 If someone were to ask me – What did the Spirit do here?  What did God just 

do?  The best answer I could give would be two fold.  First of all God opened a totally 

new door – a door no one even imagined was there – to people who no one imagined 

would ever be welcome or included.  Secondly, God through the work of the Holy Spirit 

is constantly remaking and recreating and reimagining those who love Him.   
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 Causing me to wonder . . .   

What doors have we not imagined or seen that God wants to open?   

What is it God has in mind for each of us to do and become?   

Lewis Mudge (Christian theologian, professor and ethicist) said, “A change of 

heart comes when one sees the Spirit at work in the stories of strangers, recognizing in 

them the same Spirit that is working in one’s own life.  People need first to see God at 

God’s surprising work.  I think he is right!  Amen.   


